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COMtwlTEE ON
TRANSPORTATION

COMMllTEE ON SCIENCE

April 16, 1999

The Honorable Jane EIemey, Commissioner
Food and Drug Adrn inistration
5600 Fishers Lane, I:oom 1471
Rockvil]e, Maryland 20857

Via Fax (3O1) 443-:!567

Re: Docket Number 98P-0504

Dear Commissioner Henney

I write today to expless my strong objection to costly and unnecessary rules which you have been asked
to considct by the Center for Science in the I%blic Interest.

As the Ur&d State/; represemtativc of the Ninth Djtict of Texas, and a resident of the Texas Gulf Co@
I can’ tell you fust h md of the economic damage these proposed rules would inflict upon the oyster
industry. @duced demand would result in decreased activity, reduced fiel and equipment purchases by
harvesters contaim r purchases by shippers and processors, the need for common carrier distributors, and
reduced bq.siness ar.d income throughout the chain from hanmter to retail outlets.

The ripple effect of these proposed rules would have economic impact fkr beyond any !mrx43t that would
ocsur as a result of their imposition on the indusay. Consumers should have a choice between treated
oystirs ud fresh o: /sters. The small number of people who maybe at real rjsk should heed the ample
health Wa ings av tilable where fresh oysters are sold and assume their own level of personal

P
rcsponsiblli~ just ;15those who are diabetic must avoid sugar and those who am allergic to sulfltes mush
avoid products which contain them.

I

I urge FDA ro rejel:t these crippling rules and aUow other appropriate independent state and national
bodies such as the [ntersWe SheMish Sanitary Conference to continue their educational and oversight
activities & theyhwe in the past.

Sincerdy,
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Member ~f Congx =ss
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